
 

 
Minutes of the Work Session Meeting of the 

Arizona Game and Fish Commission 

Wednesday, August 27, 2008 – 1:00 p.m. 

Thursday, August 28, 2008 – 8:30 a.m. 

Sipe White Mountain Wildlife Area 

7 Miles Southeast of Eagar, Arizona 

  

PRESENT: (Commission) 

 

Chairman William H. McLean 

Vice Chairman Robert D. Hernbrode 

Commissioner Jennifer L. Martin 

Commissioner Robert R. Woodhouse 

Commissioner Norman W. Freeman 

 

(Director’s Staff) 

 

Director Larry D. Voyles 

Acting Deputy Director Harry Seck 

Chief of Staff Gary Hovatter 

Assistant Attorney General Jim Odenkirk 

Assistant Attorney General Shelley Cutts  

Chairman McLean called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m.  This work session meeting was for 

informational purposes and for a discussion/question/answer session between the Commission 

and the Department.  No action was taken by the Commission on any items.  There were no 

members of the public in attendance at this public meeting.  This meeting followed an agenda 

revision #1 dated August 25, 2008. 

 

* * * * * 

 

1.  Discussion of Additional Department Funding Sources in the Future. 

 

Presenter:  Anthony Guiles, Legislative Liaison 

 

Mr. Guiles and Department staff discussed with the Commission potential future sources of 

additional Department funding, including the TIME and State Trust Land initiatives (see June 

27-28, 2008 Commission meeting minutes).  Mr. Guiles also briefed the Commission on a 

proposed initiative measure, “Majority Rule-Let the People Decide Act”, that would amend the 

Arizona Constitution to prohibit an initiative measure from establishing or increasing a tax or 

fee, or creating any mandatory spending obligation, unless the measure is approved by a majority 

of qualified registered voters. 

 

Chairman McLean requested that the proposed initiative measure be on the September 

Commission agenda so that the Commission could discuss whether to oppose or support the 

measure and take action if so desired. 

 

Discussion of other potential approaches to increase the Department’s revenue included:  

Building better and stronger relations with the Arizona Congressional Delegation (to be revisited 

after November 4); and untapped resources such as wildlife watchers (ie. passport/wildlife 

viewing licenses that offer special activities, license plates, decal packages, etc.).  The 

Department currently has a team working on this and will make a presentation to the 

Commission at its December Commission meeting. 

 

* * * * * 
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2.  Call to the Public 

 

There were no members of the public present. 

 
 

 

* * * * * 

Meeting recessed for the day at 5:00 p.m. 
 
 

* * * * * 

 
 

 

* * * * * 

Thursday, August 28, 2008 – 8:30 a.m. 

 

* * * * * 

 

Chairman McLean called the work session meeting back to order at 8:30 a.m.  There were no 

members of the public in attendance and the meeting continued to follow the agenda revision #1 

dated August 25, 2008. 

 

* * * * * 

 

1.  Overview of the Commission Revocation Process, Including Criminal and Civil Proceedings. 

 

Presenters: Gene Elms, Law Enforcement Branch Chief 

 

Mr. Elms provided an overview and chronology of the criminal and civil proceedings of wildlife 

cases to the Commission.  Discussion included:  Educating county law enforcement authorities 

and so that they see game violations as a higher priority; changes over the years and how the 

processes have evolved; and current issues with providing the Commission with enough 

information to exercise their judgment and to avoid appealable decisions.  The Commission 

agreed that it was very helpful to have the case officer’s input at the hearings for license 

revocations/civil assessments. 

 

* * * * * 

 

2.  Espee Ranch Easement Funding Approaches. 

 

Presenters: Jim Odenkirk, Assistant Attorney General 

 

Mr. Odenkirk and Department staff discussed with the Commission options for funding the 

purchase of the Espee Ranch conservation easement from Babbitt Ranches, as well as the impact 

to fundraising due to potential oil and gas exploration.  The property is currently valued at 10 

million dollars and Babbitt Ranch will sell it to the Department for 8.5 million.  The Espee 

Ranch portion has not been leased for oil and gas drilling while other Ranch properties have.  It 

is not known yet how that might impact the conservation values.  If oil and gas are not found on 

the other properties then it is unlikely they will find any on Espee Ranch, so there is uncertainty. 

 

Mr. Odenkirk further briefed the Commission on options for public funding for conservation 

easements.  One of the sources the Department will pursue is grant funding from Section 6 of the 

Endangered Species Act that provides grant funding to states and territories for species and 

habitat conservation actions on non-federal lands. 
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* * * * * 

 

3.  Call to the Public 

 

There were no members of the public present. 

 

* * * * * 

 

Chairman McLean adjourned the meeting. 

 
 

 

* * * * * 

Meeting adjourned at 12:12 p.m. 
 
 

* * * * * 
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